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Katskhi (Georgia): The Katskhi Pillar towers over the Katskhura River valley in the Imereti region, not far from the city of
Chiatura. This 40-meter-tall limestone monolith, known as “the Pillar of Life,” has been home to a hermitage at its summit
for over a thousand years; the hermitage was rediscovered in the mid-20th century.




Thilisi (Georgia), people traveling on a subway car. Opened in 1966 to facilitate travel in a city that stretches along the
river and is built on steep slopes, it was the fourth-largest subway system in the entire Soviet Union. Today, the
subway—which has two lines and 23 stations—carries 400,000 passengers every day.




Tskaltubo (Georgia): Two homeless people are occupying the entrance to the Metallurgist Sanatorium, a Soviet-era hotel that is
now completely abandoned. A famous spa town during the Soviet era, Tskaltubo welcomed 120,000 visitors a year {including
Stalin himself) who came to vacation at its 22 sanatoriums. Then, with the collapse of the USSR, the city fell into crisis; most of the
sanatoriums and hotels were abandoned, and today only a few hundred tourists visit the only spa center still open.
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INTERNATIONAL TOURISM IN THE CAUCASIAN NATION HAS BROKEN ALL RECORDS. YET GEORGIA
REMAINS SUSPENDED BETWEEN THE EUROPE IT ASPIRES TO JOIN AND AN INCREASINGLY
OVERBEARING RUSSIA. WHAT [F TBILISI'S FUTURE DEPENDED ON THE WAR IN UKRAINE?

Georgia is experiencing a curious paradox: it is increasingly loved by tourists and
increasingly rejected by some of its own citizens, who want the country to be more
democratic and closer to Europe. In 2025, the country recorded a record 5.5 million
tourist visits, compared with around 560,000 twenty years earlier. At the same time,
the streets of Tbilisi have become the scene of prolonged protests: every evening, from
November 2024 tc the present day, pro-European demonstratiors gather outside

Parliament. Their target is Georgian Dream, the ultraconservative ruling party that has been

in power since 2012, accused of an increasingly authoritarian drift and, following the
suspension of negotiations on accession to the European Union, of gradually drawing the country closer to Moscow.

The mythical land of the Golden Fleece, Georgia Is roughly the size of Ireland and has fewer than four million inhabitants.
Wedged betlween Russia and Turkey, it combines many of the qualities that attract visitors: ancient Orthodox churches
and fascinating post-Soviet cities, but also a winemaking {tradition, a "Las Vegas”™ on the Black Sea and a
cosmopolitan capital reminiscent of Berlin. Visitors do not come only from Europe: many arrive from the Middle East, and
just as many from Russia. Moreover, following the 2022 Iinvasion of Ukraine, tens of thousands of Russian citizens moved
to Georgia, bringing money and economic activity but also placing heavy pressure on the property market. Their presence
has also fuelled resentment among a population that continues to regard Russia as an occupying power.

The relationship between Georgia and Russia is built on a contradiction that is difficult to resolve. Following the 2008 war
and the consolidation of Russian control over Abkhazia and South Ossetia, diplomatic relations between the two countries
were severed. Yet economically, Moscow remains a partner that is ditficult to replace: trade, tourism, remittances and
Russian capital all help sustain Tbilisi's struggling economy. But Georgia's predicament is not merely a domestic
political crisis. Relations with Brussels have deteriorated in recent years, while a stronger Moscow on the Ukrainian front
would increase Russia's ability to exert pressure across the Caucasus. Does Georgia's fulure also depend on what happens

in Kyiv?
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Thilisi (Georgia): At Avlabari Square, a young woman takes a photo of herself in front of the procession of demonstrators
participating in the so-called "5aturday March,” during which various pro-European parties and movements march to
protest the policies of the current government led by the Georgian Dream party, which is accused of being pro-Russian.
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Kutaisi (Georgia), Brutalist-style public housing complexes on the outskirts of the city. The ancient
capital of Colchis in the fifth and sixth centuries B.C., Kutaisi became a major industrial hub during
the socialist era and experienced significant population growth.




Stepantsminda (Georgia): During the Gergetoba festival on July 16, a young woman picks flowers in the hills surrounding the Gergeti
Trinity Church, a structure nestled in nature at an elevation of 2,170 meters in the shadow of Mount Kazbek. Built in the 14th century,
the church has become one of Georgia's symbols: it was the first church to be reconsecrated during the Soviet era, on July 16, 1980,




Batumi (Georgia): Beachgoers on the pebble beach north of the historic center, with a large container Poti (Georgia): To the northeast of the city, the winding Rioni River flows through Kolkheti National Park
ship heading into the port in the background. Home to numerous casinos and a rapidly growing tourist before emptying into the Black Sea. Known to the ancient Greeks as the Phasis River, it was considered the
destination, as well as an important commercial port, Batumi is known as the “Las Vegas of the Black Sea.” eastern edge of the world and the boundary between Europe and Asia; it was by following its course that
Jason and the Argonauts set out in search of the Golden Fleece.
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Thilisi (Georgia): An elderly woman is cataloging books at the MNational Library of
Georgia. Founded in 1846, the library houses nearly four million volumes, as well
as magazines and newspapers; it employs 445 people.
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Gori (Georgia): Tourists pose for photos in front of the statue of Stalin, right across from the entrance to the Joseph Stalin Museum.
The Soviet dictator was born in Gori in 1878, and the museum—established in 1937 around his nearby birthplace—was transformed
in 1957 into a hagiographic exhibition of Stalin, remaining open even after the collapse of the USSR and the 2008 war with Russia.
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Thilisi (Georgia), a view of the southern part of the capital, divided in two by the Kura (or Mtkvari) River, Stepantsminda (Georgia): During the Gergetoba festival on July 16, a worshipper exits Gergeti Trinity
which originates in Turkey and flows into the Caspian Sea after passing through Georgia and Azerbaijan. Church after prayer. The church stands alone amid nature at an elevation of 2,170 meters in the shadow of
Mount Kazbek. Built in the 14th century, the church has become one of Georgia's symbols: it was the first
church to be reconsecrated during the Soviet era, on July 16, 1980.




In the village of Ateni (Georgia), about ten kilometers south of Gori, children and adults chat in the
afternoon while sitting on an old Russian UAZ off-road vehicle abandoned on the side of the road.
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Chiatura (Georgia): a theater director is on the phone, sitting in an armchair at the Cultural Center theater, built
in 1967. Chiatura is one of Georgia's most important mining towns, where manganese is mined—an industry
now marked by a profound environmental and economic crisis, resulting in ongoing worker protests




In Batumi (Georgia), at sunset, many children and teenagers wait for the right moment to jump off the Kvakhvreli (Georgia): A young woman enters a cave while a dog sleeps just a few steps away at the
fishermen’s pier. Home to numerous casinos and a rapidly growing tourist destination, as well as an Uplistsikhe site. One of Georgia’s oldest settlements, Uplistsikhe is a city literally carved out of the rock.
important commercial port, Batumi is known as the “Las Vegas of the Black Sea.”







